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Echebastar Sustainability Working Group 

Meeting: January 17, 2025 

10.00 h (CET) 

MINUTE 

 

PARTICIPANTS 

Echebastar: Ane Iriondo 
AZTI: Marga Andrés and Jon Ruiz 

 

POINTS 

1. The meeting opened with a review of the minutes of the previous meeting held on December 19, 

2024. 

2. A revision of actions taken for the improvement of ETPs management, such as the silky shark 

project and potential improvements needed to enhance knowledge. 

3. The shark release ramps are to be included in more vessels, and their installation will commence 

soon. The analysis to study whether the differences with or without a ramp are significant in terms 

of shark release was discussed. 

4. Ane explained the merge of the MSC certification between EHEBASTAR and ANABAC. There are 

two units of certification for Skipjack (UoC ECHEBASTAR and UoC ANBAC). Yellowfin tuna MSC 

certification is also in progress in the merged certification. 

5. Due to the merged certification, ECHEBASTAR notified AZTI that the contract resolution will be on 

01/04/2024. Afterwards, all tasks will be done jointly with ANABAC within the framework of the 

best practices project. 

6. The checklist and ACDR of yellowfin tuna are to be published by April 2025. 

7. ECHEBASTAR informed AZTI that the annual surveillance audit is planned for early July 2025. 

8. An observer data update is required by ECHEBASTAR. The update will be done in the next meeting. 

9. ECHEBASTAR explained that there may be space issues on board to accommodate more than one 

observer. 

10. AZTI (Jon Ruiz) clarified issues about data provision from the observer program data coverage in 

Seychelles. He explained that having only one observer onboard is sufficient because when there 

is one observer from AZTI or from IEO, it is not necessary to include another one from SFA. 

11. The next meeting will be held on 31/03/2025. 

12. The meeting closed at 14:30 (CET). 


