Echebastar Sustainability Working Group
Meeting: November 12, 2024
10.00 h (CET)
MINUTE
PARTICIPANTS

Echebastar: Ane Iriondo, lan Scott
AZTI: Marga Andrés

POINTS
1. The meeting started with the revision of the updates of the ESWG action plan.

2. The initial discussion related to a meeting with AZTI attended by Iriondo that reported on the
application of the AZTI Best Practice Guidelines. (“Best Practice Guidelines for handling and
release of bycatch species in tuna purse seiners”. Murua, J., Ferarios, J.M., Grande, M., Ruiz, J.,
Onandia, I., Zudaire, 1., Krug, ., Salgado, A., Santiago, J. (www.azti.es)).

3. It was noted that the use of selective devices on deck that facilitate releases and reduce direct
contact with the crew, such as release ramps for sharks, is recommended. New devices were
presented by AZTI like sling for manta rays. Echebastar is in the process of implementing both
measures.

4. Andres presented her report on observer coverage, Echebastar fishery interactions with ETP
species. All sets are observed, with usable data available for more than 70% of those, so being
compliant with IOTC and MSC requirements.

5. 1In 2023, 59 % of the catch comprised skipjack, with relative proportions of yellowfin and bigeye
being 27 % and 11 %.

6. Interaction with ETP species continued to be minimal. Trends of captured silky sharks were
analysed, with a significant number of these (57%) released alive.

7. There continued to be limited by-catch of non-tuna species, with the main ones being billfishes.
8. The discard of main target species is always lower than 0.87% of the total catch.

9. Experimentation with biodegradable dFADs continues and Echebastar skippers and staff will assist
to a workshop with AZTI in the following weeks to learn more about BIOFAD construction and to
discuss how to improve the material used nowadays.

10. It was noted that the upcoming Scientific Committee of the IOTC will report that the status of
yellowfin has improved, and the stock is no longer overfished and there is no overfishing
(Preliminary 2024 stock assessment of yellowfin tuna in the Indian Ocean I0TC-2024-WPTT26-
XX).

11. Iriondo participated in the IOTC TCAC and will attend the IOTC Scientific Committee (December
2- 6). Scott participated in part of IOTC WPSECONO1.

12. The next meeting of the ESWG will be on December 19. However, it is note that Scott has retired
from work.


http://www.azti.es/
https://iotc.org/sites/default/files/documents/2024/10/IOTC-2024-WPTT26-11rev1_-_Preliminary_2024_stock_assessment_of_yellowfin.pdf

