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Echebastar Sustainability Working Group 

Meeting: September 26, 2024 

10.00 h (CET) 

MINUTES 

PARTICIPANTS 

Echebastar: Ane Iriondo, Pablo Gonzalez, Ian Scott  
AZTI: Marga Andrés  

POINTS 

1. The initial discussion related to the SIOTI FIP action plan that was confirmed by the SIOTI board 
meeting. It comprises 17 actions related to the purse seine fishery for yellowfin and big bigeye. 
Being already MSC certified, skipjack does not figure in the plan, although many of the identified 
actions relating to P2 and P3 cover the three species. 

2. ANABAC is said to be engaged in work to progress work on Activity 11 to develop understanding 
of ETP interactions & unobserved mortality under FADs. This includes a project to provide an up-
date to the findings of Filmater et al. (2013). 

3. The ESWG action plan was reviewed. This covers the initial year of the recertification up to the 
first annual surveillance audit in summer, 2025. It emphasises the importance of cooperative work 
with SIOTI.  

4. Ghost fishing and marine waste are emerging as potential sustainability issues for the dFAD 
fishery. Iriondo will conduct initial research to develop a bibliography that may support an 
understanding of the various issues. Scott will develop a working paper. Andrés will inform about 
all the related projects developed in AZTI about the FADs sustainability. 

5. Andres will have responsibility with all issues related to the collection of data on the Echebastar 
fishery. Andrés will assess the requirements of the new version about the ETPs species. 

6. Gonzalez explained the recent MSC CoC audit of the Echebastar processing facility located in 
Erletxes. This production plant processes deep-frozen tuna (loins) supplied by Echebastar fleet for 
consumption. 

 

 
7. Iriondo will soon travel to the Seychelles to discuss a variety of issues with the various authorities. 

8. The next meeting will be on November 12 (10.00 CET). 

9. The meeting closed at 11.00 CET.  

 


