Echebastar Sustainability Working Group
Echebastar Indian Ocean Skipjack Tuna Purse Seine
MSC Certificate code: MSC-F-30029
Third Annual Surveillance Audit
The third annual audit of the MSC certified Echebastar fishery has been completed with the
publication of the CAB’s report (Assessments Echebastar Indian Ocean purse seine skipjack
tuna - MSC Fisheries).
The findings of the audit team are extremely positive and reflect the success of Echebastar in
meeting the defined milestones for the individual conditions.
As can be seen from the table below, 7 of the original 8 conditions to certification have been
closed, while progress on meeting the other one (PI2.4.3) is on target.
We were particularly happy that the CAB accepted that the evidence presented in the second
study by Maria Jose Juan Jorda was sufficient to close the condition on PI 2.5.3.
In addition, progress on Conditions 9 (PI 1.2.1) and 10 (PI 1.2.2), set by the first annual
surveillance, and Condition 10 (PI 3.2.2), defined by the second surveillance due to
harmonisation with the CFTO fishery, were found to be on target
Activities related to Condition 4 (PI 2.4.3) continue to progress and we anticipate that our
cooperative work with SIOTI and AZTI will provide the evidence required to close it at the
fourth annual surveillance audit scheduled for late June 2023 prior to the start of the
recertification assessment.
Due to harmonisation with the AGAC fishery, a new condition was defined for PI 3.2.3 relating
to the need to justify the turning off the AIS when our vessels are at sea. We are in the process
of implementing the activities needed and we are confident that the evidence to close the
condition will be available by June 2023.
ESWG will continue to work diligently to not only meet the conditions to certification and
have our fishery recertified in 2024, but to go beyond MSC requirements to further improve
understanding of the nature and scale of the interaction between our fishery and other
elements of the ecosystem.
We will maintain stakeholders informed.
Bermeo, 3rd November 2022

